BOOK REVIEWS 274 pages is commendable. But then to include, in most pages, very basic information, removes it from the 'useful' category as far as most anaesthetists are concerned. For example, it would be of serious concern if any anaesthetist managing a patient for coronary artery bypass grafting required to be informed that 'All patients scheduled for this operation will have ischaemic heart disease, probably incapacitating, and may also have had a recent myocardial infarction' -also, under 'Valve replacement' we are informed that 'The commonest valves to be replaced are the mitral and the aortic valves. Patients scheduled for valve replacement will have a considerable degree of disability resulting from the cardiac lesion. This is not a contraindication to surgery.' Therefore, despite its interesting and commendable structure, the book does not provide the information required by any level of anaesthetist. It may meet the requirements of a non-anaesthetist, or very occasional anaesthetist, who is faced with the dilemma of providing anaesthesia for a 'difficult' patient. Hopefully, this is a situation which should very seldom arise.
The flow charts are innovative and comprehensive, but their usefulness will depend on individual preference.
I can only suggest that you read this book before you buy. . The first part of this book opens with (as might be predicted) a chapter on the history of mechanical ventilation. This is followed by two excellent related chapters, 'Physical Principles and Functional Designs of Ventilators' and 'Ventilator Performance Evaluation'. The next two chapters deal with monitoring respiratory and haemodynamic function and pulmonary hygiene and the management of artificial airways.
The chapter 'Respiratory Failure in the Adult: Ventilatory Support' covers this topic plus a discussion of CP AP and facemask CP AP. This is followed by a chapter on neonatal respiratory support.
The last chapters of the first part of this book are again predictable and deal with termination of life support and high frequency ventilation.
The second part of the book is a description of twenty-seven different ventilators, eighteen of which are available in Australia. They are the Bear, Bennett, Bio-med, Bird, Engstrom, Healthdyne, Monaghan, Newport, and Siemens Servo Ventilators. This is a description only with no discussion of the ventilators' short-comings.
Overall this is an excellent book which should be available in all ICV libraries, and read by all ICV and anaesthetic trainees. Anaesthesia ventilators are not covered. JOHN . This book bothers me. Its editor says that the techniques described in it were chosen to allow a general practitioner, who may be the only doctor available for anaesthetic administration in a country area, to deliver a safe, smooth and reliable anaesthetic. Its author says no attempt has been made to duplicate information available in well known texts and that its subject matter has been selected to fill gaps in other publications with particular reference to practical skills.
In short it seems to be a do-it-yourself manual for the non-specialist who wishes to learn how to give an anaesthetic.
There are twenty-eight chapters of very variable value. The first starts in note form, then moves to narrative style and seems to set the stage for what needs to be known. Presumably it once formed part of a series of lecture notes.
The chapters on airway management, cardiac arrest and awareness are good and could usefully be read by all beginners. Other chapters provide some useful practical points for the complete novice. Some chapters have misleading titles. Chapter twelve, 'The Anaesthetist Outside the Operating Theatre', is largely about oxygen therapy.
The book deals badly with paediatric anaesthesia and the chapters of 'Fluid and Blood Volume Replacement' and 'Cardiac Dysrhythmias During Anaesthesia' seem to be of very little value.
If this book is meant as a series of notes to back a lecture course and a formal training program, then it should have a different title and an explanation of this intent. If it is meant as a do-it-yourself book, it is dangerous and should not be backed by any reputable educational group.
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